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The Parks as Classrooms Program Native American Indians of the Potomac was developed between the National Park Service and Washington D.C. metropolitan Public Schools.  Its purpose is to provide curriculum-based programs for students in the upper elementary grade levels and to give students the opportunity to participate in field activities in the national park setting.

Many thanks go to those who have contributed to the development and professionalism of this program.
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Program Organization

The Parks as Classrooms Native American Indians of the Potomac program is a partnership between the National Park Service and area schools in the Washington Metropolitan area.  Matching park resource interpretation with school curriculum, it provides a unique opportunity to educate students in a deeper and more meaningful way.  The program contains three parts – a pre-visit lesson, a park visit at Great Falls Park, and a post-visit lesson.  The success of the program (and meeting the objectives for enhanced student learning) depends on the completion of all three parts.

Pre-visit lessons are conducted by the teacher to provide a foundation for the park visit by introducing ideas and terms that the students can use during the park visit.  Pre-visit lessons should also provide some motivation and excitement for the time they will spend out in the national park.

The Park visit to Great Falls Park allows students to experience the subject matter in a park setting and explore ideas from the classroom curriculum in an environment that was important to American Indian cultures for thousands of years.  More information may be found about the park visit in the following pages.

Post-visit lessons provide students with the opportunity to reflect on the materials presented in greater depth and meaning. They may also allow students to reflect upon how they can be greater stewards of their national parks.

Requirements:

Teachers are expected to conduct at least 2 lessons to participate in this program - one pre-visit lesson and one post visit lesson.  Park Rangers will conduct the park visit, however the involvement of the teacher at the park is important to keep students disciplined and focused on the tasks at hand.  Teachers should advise the attending chaperones of the same and review logistics beforehand.

To arrange a Park Visit for your students, call Great Falls Park at 703-285-2965 and speak with the Education Program Coordinator.   
Thank you for participating in the Native American Indians of the Potomac program.  We are delighted that you are taking the opportunity to use the National Park Service resources to enhance the classroom learning experience.
Great Falls Park


George Washington Memorial Parkway


McLean, VA  22101


703-285-2965








